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I 

On the comer of Highcross Street and Peacock Lane in Leicester stands the 
present Alderman Newton's Boys' School. It is not an impressive building. 
Its Victorian drabness is not improved by the scars inflicted on it by a modem 
industrial city. The dirt and grime from the smoky chimneys of a town 
reputedly renowned for its cleanliness have settled immovably on the 
building's exterior. In close proximity, too, a bus station, a scrap yard and 
an undistinguished row of shops and offices scarcely serve as inspirations to 
the school. The thunder of traffic, north and south bound, produces an 
atmosphere even less conducive to academic work. Certainly, this establish
ment, once also the home of another famous Leicester school, the "Wyggeston 
Boys", has, viewed from busy Highcross Street, none of the traditional hall
marks of a seat of learning. 

Outward appearance, however, can be highly deceptive, and in spite of 
its unprepossessing exterior many fine scholars have been nurtured within 
the walls of this building. The school hall is now insufficient to record the 
academic triumphs of its present and former pupils; the local and national 
press daily testify to the success of the scholars and sportsmen who were 
educated at this school. Adulation, of course, is fatally easy but in this case 
there is some relevance in stressing the triumphs achieved by Alderman 
Newton's School, for the success of its scholars in the twentieth century is 
parallelled by the success of its founder in the eighteenth. 

The career of this eminent personage has already been described in 
detail by Dr. R. W. Greaves in his history of the foundation of the Alderman 
Newton Greencoat School and by Mr. J. K. Peel, ex-geography master at 
Alderman Newton's, in his play, "The Great Gabriel". It is a success story 
that is well worth repetition. Gabriel Newton was born of wealthy parents 
in 1683 and he made full use of his initial advantages. Apprenticed as a wool
comber, "an eminently respectable trade", he later achieved greater success 
in the more lucrative occupation of innkeeper of the "Horse and Trumpet". 
Not content with the prosperity inherited from his parents, he sought 
throughout his career to improve his position. He married three times-and 
with great foresight. Revered and respected, he also achieved civic fame. 
In 1702 he was admitted to the freedom of the borough, in 1710 he became 
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a member of the Corporation, and in 1726 he was elected an Alderman. His 
ambitions were fulfilled in 1732 when he was chosen as Mayor. For the 
next thirty years he continued to build up his reputation as a great dignitary 
and when he died on 26 October 1762 he was accorded a civic funeral-a 
fitting tribute to a career of benefaction and profit. 

In spite of the many unpaid debts of his clients and relations, Gabriel 
Newton died an extremely prosperous man. In every respect save one his 
wealth had brought him happiness. The great tragedy of Newton's life 
was that he had no heir to whom to leave his plentiful fortune. George 
Newton, the only child of his marriage to survive to manhood, fell sick in 
1746 and to Gabriel's intense grief died in the same year. Newton's great 
loss proved to be the town's great gain, for in his will Gabriel, appointing the 
Corporation of Leicester as his trustees, bequeathed £3,250 towards the 
fostering of a new school. The money was to be so invested as to bring in 
the greatest possible interest and to be devoted "towards the Cloathing, 
Schooling and Educating of thirty-five Boys, or as many as my Trustees shall 
think proper, .. . of indigent or necessitous parents of the Established Church 
of England in this town ... without any regard to any particular parish". 

In addition Newton made three stipulations of a religious nature. First, 
the pupils of the new Greencoat School were to attend and join in the 
liturgical worship of the Church; secondly, the Athanasian Creed was to be 
recited as enjoined in the rubric in the Book of Common Prayer; thirdly, 
psalmody was to be taught. 

Newton laid greater stress on these religious stipulations than on the 
subjects to be taught in school. These he limited to writing and arithmetic. 
As to the dress of each boy, however, he was equally precise and emphatic. 
The boys, whose ages were to range from 7 to 14, were to wear green 
cloth waistcoats and breeches, of material not under 20d. a yard, shirts of 
flaxen cloth and not under 13d. a yard, together with suitable stockings, caps 
and other apparel. 

Because of legal difficulties, Newton's plans for a Greencoat School 
were not put into practice until 1784. In June of that year, however, a 
committee of 29 appointed to supervise the organisation of this new school 
brought forward its recommendations. The 35 boys were chosen and two 
masters appointed. The headmaster whose salary was £30 per annum 
taught the three R's and his assistant who received only £10 a year gave 
instruction in toning and psalmody. The boys attended service at St. 
Martin's on Sundays, Wednesdays, Fridays and holy days; each new scholar, 
like the original 35, was given a uniform, a Bible, a spelling-book, a slate 
and a writing book. Each pupil, in addition, received half a roll of bread 
each day. 

The school, thus organised under the control of the unreformed Tory 
Corporation of Leicester, prospered after its initial difficulties. The number 
of pupils increased from 35 to 100 and the funds of the Newton charity 
were swelled by the generous bequest of £200-a sum contributed by 
perhaps the most eminent of the trustees at this time, Alderman Thomas 
Read. The Corporation, High Church and Tory like the "Great Gabriel", 
naturally viewed Newton's ideas favourably and was faithful to the founder's 
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wishes. The political opponents of the Corporation, however, resented its 
power, its corruption and its system of patronage, and the Tories, however 
manfully they strove, could not stem the tide of reform. The passing of 
the Municipal Corporntions Act in 1835 destroyed the monopoly previously 
enjoyed by the Church Tories in Leicester. It was now the "Chapel Liberals" 
who were in power, who held a majority in the reformed Corporation of 
Leicester-and, according to the terms of Gabriel Newton's will, the 
Corporation administered the Newton charity.' 

II 

The unreformed Tory Corporation of Leicester in a last despairing attempt 
to save themselves had argued that it was a "transcendental injustice"2 to 
place a distinctly Anglican bequest in the hands of the Dissenters, men of 
principles totally opposite to those which the Donor himself would have 
looked for in his trustees. "The Greencoat School", in fact, was one of 
the main bulwarks of the Tory argument that they should retain their 
monopoly. Their plea, however, failed and, contrary to their expectations, 
their fears proved unfounded. The success of the Chapel Whigs and Liberals 
in subsequent elections by no means made them drunk with power. There 
is no evidence to suggest that the new Corporation exploited its victory in 
regard to Newton's charity. Indeed, the arrangements made for the control 
of the town's charities were scrupulously fair. It is true that the new Council 
nominated for the approval of the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster a 
body of trustees of whom two-thirds were Nonconformists, but this was only 
for those charities not designed exclusively for Churchmen. A second and 
exclusively Anglican body was appointed on 16 December 1836 for the 
administration of "Church Charities". The new trustees of Newton's 
endowments numbered 15 and all were Anglicans, two indeed, Dr. Fancourt 
of St. Mary's and the Rev. Andrew Irvine of St. Margaret's, being the 
incumbents of Leicester parishes.3 

There is much evidence to illustrate that Alderman Newton's School 
retained its exclusively Church of England character. The form of nomination 
for prrn,pective pupils, for instance, insisted on three conditions: the parents 
were to be of the Established Church, a certificate to this effect was to be 
produced and a certificate of the boy's baptism was also required. In addition 
the boys continued to participate in religious services, according to the terms 
of Newton's will, at either St. Martin's or St. George's church, which insisted 
upon the Athanasian creed. In 1864 the assistance of 12 boys from the 
school was sought in the choir of St. George's, a request subsequently 
adopted by other parishes in the town. In the same year, the report of the 
architects designing a new building for the school speaks of the establish
ment as a specifically Church of England school.4 The trustees of the 
Church Charities, within their limitations, were just as conscientious as their 
predecessors, the Tory Corporation of Leicester, in their respect for Newton's 
wishes. 

In spite of the change in its trustees and in spite of the turbulence of 
the period Alderman Newton's School remained largely untouched and un
altered. Unspectacular and with no great aspirations to fame it nevertheless 
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carried out its work at this period solidly and without fuss. The Report of 
the Charity Commissioners presented in 1838 provides a fairly comprehensive 
picture of the school. 

"The school at Leicester", the report begins, "is a substantial brick 
building near the churchyard of St. Nicholas, with a house adjoining in which 
the master resides rent free. There is also a garden adjoining lately purchased 
for £140 with a view to enlarging the School, if necessary, but which the 
master at present is permitted to occupy." This proposed extension of the 
school, however, was still insufficient and in 1864 it was found necessary to 
seek fresh accommodation. The old school buildings were auctioned and 
from the advertisements and posters of 18645 a fuller description of the 
building described by the Charity Commissioners is obtained. The school 
had a frontage of 51 ft. to St. Nicholas Street and of 78 ft. to Holy Bones; 
its area was 327 sq. yds. The master's house possessed a parlour, a house
place, a kitchen, a wash-house, a scullery, four bedrooms, a yard, a soft-water 
pump and other amenities. The buildings are no longer in existence today. 

The Report of the Charity Commissioners continued: "There are now 
a hundred boys in the school. The original establishment was thirty-five. 
The boys all attend regularly twice on Sundays at St. George's Church where 
they have a gallery appropriated to their use. They are all taught singing and 
chaunting, and reading, writing and arithmetic on the national system, and 
the church catechism. They are provided with books and stationery and each 
boy has a Bible and Prayer Book given him on leaving school. They are 
all children of parents who belong to the Church of England, inhabitants of 
Leicester, in indigent circumstances and not receiving parochial relief; they 
must not be under nine years of age, and be able to read in the Testament. 
They are allowed to remain three years and occasionally an additional year 
is allowed. The master has a salary of £100 per annum and there is an 
allowance of coal and candles for the schoolroom". 

The number of pupils, the minimum age of entry and the salary of the 
master had changed since the foundation of the school, but these were 
alterations of necessity and in no way were Newton's wishes being disobeyed. 
The Charity Commissioners appear to have been satisfied with, though by 
no means complacent about, the state of the school in the period immediately 
after 1836, but there were certain problems implicit in the situation which 
were to prove a future cause of concern. 

III 

The period from 1836 to 1864 was neither a particularly eventful nor a 
particularly happy phase in the history of Alderman Newton's School. It is 
to the credit of the school that though its ambitions were never lofty it did 
not fall into complete decay, and in numbers at least it continued to grow. 
On the other hand the prestige of the school was little enhanced and there 
is nothing in the history of the school at this time which contradicts the 
contemporary opinion that education in England was at a very low ebb 
and quite unworthy of a great nation. 

Though the standard of education at the Greencoat School was not 
remarkable, however, it must not be implied that there was any sign of 
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apathy. Certainly the trustees could not be accused of neglect. They 
maintained the finances of the charity in a sound condition despite initial 
disadvantages. In spite of the fraudulent dealings of Burbidge, the last and 
most notorious Town Clerk of the unreformed Corporation of Leicester, who 
had appropriated a substantial sum of money from various charities, there 
were no grave financial difficulties during this period. Quite how far this 
was due to the public spirit and benevolence of the guardians or to the security 
of the trust is not clear but the school grew in size without any apparent threat 
of insolvency. Newton had bequeathed money for the benefit of 35 boys, 
but by 1828 there were 100 pupils and by 1864 there were 120. The trustees 
were eager to enlarge the school still further-the number of applications 
for entry always exceeded the number of vacancies-and a new school 
building was erected for this purpose. The trustees had been nominated in 
December 1836 but there was no provision in the terms of their appointment 
for death, retirement or change of address. It was impossible for a trustee 
who had moved to another town any distance from Leicester to attend the 
meetings of the guardians, yet nominally he remained a trustee and no one, 
except by elaborate machinery, could be appointed in his place. Death and 
retirement, similarly, were not excuses. There were, therefore, certain 
difficulties which rendered the trustee body less powerful than it might have 
been. No alterations could be made in the Trust by any authority inferior 
to that of the Court of Chancery; 6 there was no method by which new trustees 
could easily be appointed and invariably the body of guardians was well below 
strength. It was not until 29 July 1848 that nine new trustees were appointed 
by order of the Lord Chancellor; nine more were appointed by the Charity 
Commissioners on 18 March 1862, when the six remaining guardians hoped 
that the Charitable Trusts Act of 1860 would provide "a more expeditious 
and less costly mode for the removal and appointment of trustees than hitherto 
existed".7 Eight new trustees were appointed on 19 August 1876 by the 
Charity Commissioners to replace those guardians who had died or changed 
their residence since 1862. Though it was the opinion of some that "a large 
number of trustees rather hampers than facilitates business",8 it is clear that, 
because of the cumbersome machinery involved in the appointment of new 
trustees, there was sometimes difficulty in obtaining a quorum and con
sequently the strength of the guardians was impaired. 

Though the trustee body was rarely at its correct numerical strength, 
there was no shortage of pupils. It is tempting to add that there was no 
shortage of staff but this is not quite accurate. Though the school was often 
without a second master, there were always several applications for the post 
when it was advertised. The application, like those for the position of head
master, came from far and wide-from London, from Southampton, from 
Brighton and from Dorset.9 Yet though there was no lack of applicants there 
was a grave shortage of suitable candidates. The headmaster-the only master, 
in fact, in 1836-Mr. Applebee, fully realised this fact. In his old age, he 
recalled the type of education that was customary at this time. "Schools of 
the lower kind (in contrast to Eton, Harrow and Rugby) were chiefly 
occupied with the three R's and with the exception of writing very little was 
done for the scholars either to help them to read intelligently or to under-
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stand the principles of arithmetic. Repetitions of English grammar were 
also insisted on but no attempts were made to explain it." Mr. Applebee 
did not think this surprising, "for the schoolmasters of that day were as a 
rule unprepared for their task. An old soldier, or a broken down trades
man, or a wild fellow who had run through his property would open a school 
as a last resort for a living". It is possible that Mr. Applebee was referring 
to his predecessor, Mr. Stanhope, headmaster from 1824 to 1826, who had 
another job in addition to his post at Alderman Newton's. Stanhope's wife 
also broke into the school and was found guilty of pawning school goods. 
The trustees were forced to express their official disapproval of the head
master and his wife. Mr. Applebee himself was a nobler character; his old 
pupils spoke affectionately of him and during his tenure of office there seems 
to have been little cause for complaint. Yet Mr. Applebee himself admitted 
his own inadequacy for the position he held. "What qualifications could I 
have to undertake the management of nearly a hundred boys to which onerous 
duty I was appointed at the age of nineteen?"ro 

Mr. Applebee was only 37 when he resigned his position as headmaster 
in 1844. His successor, Mr. George Odell, coped less ably with his arduous 
task. In spite of the interest shown by the trustees, whose chairman always 
addressed the parents of the new boys on the necessity of cleanliness and 
strict attention to the rules of the school, conditions did not improve. 
Certainly too heavy a burden was placed on the shoulders of Mr. Odell. 
The post of second master remained vacant throughout this time (and this 
is scarcely surprising considering the unremunerative salary offered) and 
Odell was less respected than Applebee by both trustees and pupils. A visit 
of inspection on 3 August 1848 noted the "dirty and slovenly appearance of 
the boys" and suggested that the parents were to blame. Attendance was 
irregular and punctuality a rare virtue. One boy, the report stated, arrived 
as late as 3.20 p.m. Sterner measures were recommended. The trustee 
who presented this complaint to his fellow members suggested that the boy 
be reproved in the presence of the school and warned that similar conduct 
would result in his expulsion. rr 

In 1848 the parents had been blamed; but it was clear that the trustees 
were also dissatisfied with the headmaster, and in January 1850 they took 
the drastic step of reproving Mr. Odell. He was offered a choice: a reduced 
salary or the relinquishing of his office. Odell complained bitterly-for nearly 
seven years he had been the sole master in charge o.f a hundred boys and 
this was his reward. He chose the second alternative-resignation-but 
before he relinquished his post he made certain suggestions for the improve
ment of the school. He recommended that a remedy for the prevailing low 
standard of the school could be found in the adoption of the monitorial 
system. The most deserving and best qualified of the boys, he reasoned, 
should be raised to assist the master. "This plan has long been adopted in 
our highest schools and has worked welL"r 2 Later referencesr3 indicate that 
for a period of a few years at least this system was adopted and the older 
boys gave instruction under the direction of the master. 

Mr. Odell's resignation does not appear to have solved any of the 
problems facing the trustees and the difficulties encountered by Odell 
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remained undiminished. The new headmaster, Mr. Wilson, soon tendered 
his resignation and sailed for foreign parts leaving the school in the hands 
of the second master, Mr. Pearson, who himself made two attempts to resign 
during his short stay. '4 Mr. Dearman who succeeded Wilson was also 
discouraged by the situation. In a letter written to the trustees early in 
1855 he outlined the severe responsibilities he had to undertake. For seven 
months the school had been without a second master, Mr. Pearson having 
finally secured his freedom, and "there is also, now, no boy in the school 
who, prior to Easter, had rendered any assistance as a monitor". The 
monitorial system, as adopted at the Greencoat School, proved no panacea. 
Dearman claimed and received the remuneration usually paid to the second 
master but even this inducement was not enough, and exhausted by the 
task of instructing unaided over 100 boys he resigned on II June 1855. 

Mr. W. Mills Hanford, his successor, appears to have been a much more 
commanding and imposing figure. Certainly his term of office was far longer 
than that of any of his predecessors and he retained his position until his 
retirement upon the re-organisation of the school in 1885. Under his 
direction greater stability seems to have been achieved. In his remedial 
work he had the assistance of a second master, Mr. Measures, who, unlike 
his fleeting predecessors, Messrs. Pearson and Reed, did not swiftly succumb 
to the rigours of the task or to the lure of more rewarding occupations. The 
salary of the second master was only £40 a year (though Mr. Measures's 
devotion to duty had earned him an extra £10 by 1861); the post was a 
"desirable" one "to a young man who has completed his apprenticeship as 
a pupil teacher and wishes to improve himself by further study and 
practice". 15 Thus though there were a number of candidates who were 
willing to accept the low salary in the hope that the post would prove a 
stepping-stone to promotion elsewhere there were few second masters who 
were willing to spend any length of time at Alderman Newton's School. 
After the resignation of Measures in 1864, the post was filled by Mr. King. 
Three years later, however, King tendered his resignation. He had dis
covered that he could not sit for a certificate while engaged in a school not 
under government control. It was his intention to enter a training college 
for two years. The same reasons prompted the resignation of his successor, 
Mr. Swift, in 1868 so that, once more, the recurring problem presented 
itself to the trustees. It is significant that William Henry Hanford, son of 
the headmaster, was given the vacant post. The trustees gave as their 
reason for the appointment of a 14-year-old boy at a salary of £20 a year the 
precarious state of the funds of the charity, "it being necessary to have regard 
to economy in the proposed appointment". 16 Financial difficulties, 
previously only slight, were becoming more and more prominent. 

Throughout all the changes of staff, M[. Mills Hanford continued in 
office. He certainly appears to have made a greater impression upon the 
trustees than any of his predecessors. Whereas previously the trustees had 
been reluctant to increase salaries, or to acquiesce in repairs to the school
house, in Mr. Hanford's time they agreed to such requests. On receipt of a 
letter from the headmaster in 1862 stating that he had been offered "two 
very superior situations as regards emoluments" but that he had declined 
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them both, not wishing to desert his post, the trustees increased Mr. Hanford's 
salary to £130 per annum. The master's house, badly in need of repair, was 
also repainted and repapered. Gas was introduced into two sitting rooms and 
a new fireplace installed. 

Mr. Hanford was greatly dissatisfied with the standards of education 
in the school and in a letter to the trustees written in 1858 he sought to 
remedy the sad state of affairs. It is interesting to observe that he, like his 
predecessors, had been greatly disillusioned. In spite of the greater pains 
taken since 1855, the year of his appointment, Mr. Hanford admitted that 
the lower school especially was "very much below the mark" and the result 
very disheartening. The cause, he believed, was a lowering of the standard 
required for admission. "A high state of efficiency cannot be maintained 
unless the material be of at least an average quality. A dull, stupid boy will 
learn nothing more with us than he would in any elementary school." He 
suggested that the staff should be consulted more frequently in the choice of 
pupils. There was no lack of candidates and the trustees ought to refer the 
boys to him. 

Mr. Hanford's pessimism contrasts strongly with the tributes paid to 
the progress of the school during this same period. A government inspector, 
the Rev. J. T . Blandford, declared that the school was "in a very efficient 
state"'7 in 1858, the year of Mr. Hanford's discouraging report to the 
governors. The trustees themselves who examined the boys twice yearly 
spoke of their "real pleasure" in examining Mr. Hanford's pupils. "I am 
sure", the Rev. Canon Vaughan observed in 1862, "that you must have taken 
great pains with them and certainly your labour has not been thrown away". 18 

Thus, in spite of the headmaster's own dissatisfaction, it seems dear that a 
great all-round improvement had been achieved. 

There were, however, a number of problems during this period which 
no sort of ingenuity could adequately solve so long as there remained at the 
most two masters to give instruction. In one respect, however, improvement 
could be, and was, made. It had been obvious for some time that the school 
buildings were inadequate for their purpose and in 1863 the trustees brought 
forward their plan to rectify this fault. 

IV 

In March 1863 Mr. Hanford suggested to the trustees that a new class
room be built in order to solve the grave problem of overcrowding at the 
school. A bedroom above this classroom he also considered a necessity since 
his family was now eight in number and there were only three bedrooms, one 
of which was occupied by a servant. 

It was this communication from Mr. Hanford that finally prompted the 
trustees to seek the removal of the school "to a more convenient as well as 
a larger and quiteter spot". The building in Holy Bones was antiquated and 
inadequate and more commodious and better-adapted school buildings, 
including proper classrooms, were needed immediately. Three possible sites 
were suggested, one in St. Martin's, one in Freeschool Lane and one in East 
Bond Street. The last two were described as "low and unpleasant" besides 
being too expensive, whereas the land in St. Martin's had a number of 
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exceptional qualities. It was central, it was situated in a quiet neighbourhood, 
it was in close proximity to St. Martin's Church, and there was an absence 
of any manufacturing or other building. The trustees unanimously agreed 
to approach the owner of the property, a widow, Mrs. Elizabeth Parsons, 
and negotiate for the sale of the land. In their decision the trustees had been 
influenced by the report of Thomas Miles whom they had commissioned to 
survey and advise on the proposed site. Miles reported that it had an area 
of 1,240 sq. yds., was "central, very open and salubrious and in the neigh
bourhood of several large gardens". It seemed an ideal location for the new 
school. Neither Miles nor the trustees could foresee that less than 50 years 
later the site would lose all its reported qualities, save its central aspect, in 
the development of the city. Less than 30 years later, indeed, an unbiased 
observer pronounced the position of the school as "unfortunate". r9 

Nevertheless, the trustees went ahead with their negotiations. Miles 
had initially valued the property at £1,130 but the trustees were able to 
reduce this sum slightly. The land was eventually sold by Mrs. Parsons 
for £I,050. 

The proposed erection of the school building had, by ,this time, aroused 
a certain amount of hostility among the inhabitants o.f Leicester, especially 
those who lived in the immediate vicinity. There were two main causes 
of complaint. The site, it was argued, was inappropriate in that it afforded 
no opportunity for future development.20 Seoondly, it was felt that the 
presence of a charity school would considerably lower the status and 
reputation of the district. A letter to the Leicester Journal published on 
18 December 1863 presented this second argument most coherently in its 
bitter complaint of the choice of site. The author of the letter deprecated 
the presence of a "number of mischievous boys" in one of the most exclusive 
areas o.f Leicester. He suggested that a site should have been chosen in the 
outskirts or in a poor, populous district. "This class of schoolboys", the 
letter continues, "is a decided nuisance . . . All the best private schools are 
to be found in the suburbs ; why a charity school in the centre, a nuisance 
to itself and its neighbours?" Why should the new school be "cribbed, 
cabined and confined", the letter asked, when there was plenty of available 
land elsewhere? Whilst deploring the supercilious tone of the letter, it must 
be admitted the the author, in this last comment, possessed more foresight 
than the trustees. 

It is interesting to note, incidentally, that, in the opinion of some of 
the inhabitants of Leicester at least, Alderman Newton's School was of no 
special importance, and, indeed, was viewed unfavourably in some quarters. 
Thus though the architects of the new building claimed in their report that 
this was a Church of England school-but of a far higher class than an 
ordinary charity school-it is clear that this opinion was not universally 
shared. 

A petition, in fact, was drawn up and presented to the trustees in an 
effort to prevent the construction of the new building. Bearing the signatures 
of most of the residents of New Street whose houses overlooked the school 
and whose gardens were most threatened by the "mischievous boys", the 
petition objected to the choice of site on six main grounds. First it declared 
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that the traffic in the area near St. Martin's was already too great and the 
roads were too narrow. Secondly, the school would prove an inconvenience 
to business and thirdly the building would depreciate the value of the 
property around. The petition claimed, fourthly, that the locality was quite 
inappropriate since the noise of the crowded street would hinder the pupils 
in their studies. Fifthly, the noise, already tumultuous according to the 
petition, would be increased by the boys to the distraction of the neighbour
hood. Sixthly, since the parish of St. Martin's furnished a smaller quota 
of pupils to the school than any other it should not have been chosen as the 
site for the new building. The petition ends with a significant paragraph. 
It suggests that the proposed site is more suitable for the erection of a Town 
Hall. Clearly it was not the confinement imposed by the construction of a 
building in this area that offended the sensibility of those in the vicinity; it 
was rather that a mere charity school would be located, if the scheme of the 
trustees were accepted, in one of the most prosperous and exclusive districts 
of the town. The protests, the petitions and the indignant letters to the 
press were in vain; the trustees remained undeterred and published a well
worded defence of their policy. A new school building was necessary in 
their opinion in order that "the excellent institution of which they are the 
present guardians will for many generations confer its benefits on the Town 
of Leicester and continue to fulfil, by giving the blessing of a sound education 
to so many, the wishes of its benevolent Founder". 2 r Thus in spite of the 
unsuitable and noisy locale, the trustees continued with their plans. 

The new building was designed by Messrs. Goddard & Son, Architects, 
of Bowling Green Street. The plan which they submitted to the trustees 
was of "a fine HaU for scholastic purposes and of perfect strength and 
durability". "The rear of the building", their report continued, "will be 
much simpler, scarcely any view of that side being obtainable. The parapet 
is omitted and the windows plainer than those at the ends and front. The 
buttresses are simply weathered with stone, the remainder being brickwork; 
the plinth is also of brick, weathered with stone." The building, "Perpen
dicular Gothic, red brick faced with stone",22 is as solid, sound and un
imposing as its description reveals. Though early in its existence there were 
complaints of "raining-in", this building, which has undergone several 
extensions and alterations, seems to have served its purpose adequately. For 
thirty-nine years, from 1920 to 1959, it was occupied by the pupils of the 
Alderman Newton's Girls' School. Now, since it is used as an annexe to 
the main building in Highcross Street, it houses once more the boys of 
Alderman Newton's. 

The total cost of construction in the estimate of the architects was 
£1,750,. including their commission. In a later report, Messrs. Goddard & 
Son also outlined the individual costs-those of excavator, bricklayer, iron
founder, slater, stonemason, carpenter, plumber and glazier. The total cost 
of this work was now estimated at £1,372. The palisading on the front 
would increase the cost by £36 and the estimate did not take into account the 
lighting of the school by gas. The des,ign was approved and soon a notice 
to builders appeared in the advertisement columns of the local press seeking 
tenders for the work on the school. 2 3 In March 1864 a contract for the 
erection of the school building was drawn up with Thomas Henry Porter. 
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On Monday, 20 June 1864, the foundation stone for the new school was 
laid by the Ven. the Archdeacon of Leicester. The occasion was well 
attended by civic dignitaries, eminent churchmen and past pupils of the school. 
The ceremony, indeed, was held at 7.30 p.m. "to give those educated in the 
School an opportunity of being present". A service was held afterwards at 
8 p.m. in St. Martin's, the sermon being preached by the Archdeacon. 
Undoubtedly the evenill:g was a great success and the Archdeacon, delighted 
with the silver trowel and mahogany mallet presented to him, wrote a highly 
complimentary letter of thanks to the chairman of the trustees. 

There were numerous complaints during the summer of 1864 about 
the slowness of the builders ; and indeed there was a certain amount of ill
feeling and friction between Messrs. Goddard & Son and Porter. 2 4 Yet in 
spite of this resentment and animosity the building was completed by the 
end of the year. On Wednesday, 9 November 1864, the old school building 
and schoolhouse in Holy Bones were auctioned for £400, £232 below their 
estimated valuation, and the premises subsequently used by Robert & John 
Case, the purchasers, for their woolstapling trade. At some time in 
November 1864, therefore, the boys and masters transferred to the new 
building and here they were to stay until the subsequent removal to the 
present building, then the property of the great rivals of the Greencoat 
School, the Wyggeston Boys' School. 

V 

The normal routine of school life was only slightly modified in the new school. 
Mr. Hanford still complained about the low standard on entry. "A large 
proportion of the boys admitted into the school", he informed the trustees in 
1866, "are very deficient in the elements of writing and arithmetic and 
consequently the conduct of the school will be rendered more difficult and 
its general progress retarded". He again suggested the remedy proposed 
by him in 1858 and this time the trustees gave their consent. After 1866 
candidates for the Greencoat School had not only to read a chapter from the 
New Testament but to undergo tests in arithmetic and writing from dictation, 
given to them by the headmaster, before they were admitted. 25 

In 1873 another slight change was made. The certificates previously 
signed by a clergyman in support of a boy's nomination were abolished. The 
best guarantee that the boys' parents were of the Established Church and 
that the boy had been baptised was now thought to be "a minute and careful 
inquiry by each trustee before he gives his nomination".26 

There were, also, two minor incidents soon after the establishment of 
the new school, one of which served to enhance the reputation of the School, 
whilst the other had a contrary effect. The presentation to the school of 
a "well-executed bust of Alderman Newton" by Mr. John Finn "to mark 
his sense of the benefits which the School had conferred on the Town" was 
greatly appreciated by the trustees, especially as the donor also spoke of the 
"good conduct and intelligence of many scholars of the Foundation", some 
of whom had served their apprenticeships with him. 2 7 The school's prestige 
was lowered, however, in 1867, when it was discovered that there had been 
a number of cases of theft amongst the boys. Four boys were expelled, and 
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Mr. Hanford was ordered to caution his pupils about their behaviour in the 
streets in going to and returning from the school. 

Soon, however, more potent forces began, in the opinion of the trustees, 
to threaten the prestige and, indeed, the very existence of the school. 
Forster's Education Act of 1870 inaugurated a national system of elementary 
education and provided for the election of school boards. Education was 
no longer reliant on the generosity of a few public benefactors, but there was 
uncertainty as to the exact power of the school boards, especially in regard 
to educational establishments already in existence. In Leicester the newly
elected School Board attempted to take over the administration of the 
Alderman Newton Charity. In a letter to the trustees the Board requested 
a conference on the matter. Alderman Newton's Charity, it declared, "was 
one of the charitable bequests for the promotion of elementary education 
amongst the poor, and it was therefore necessary to determine how far this 
bequest fell within the scope of the Elementary Education Act". The 
trustees resented this intrusion and refused to recognise any right on the 
part of the School Board to interfere in any manner with the constitution 
or management of the school. The suggested conference was declined and 
for the time being at any rate the trustees were successful. No further 
attempt was made by the School Board until the re-organisation of the school 
in the next decade. 

A more serious and sustained threat to the character and traditions of 
the school came from the Endowed School Commissioners. Under the 
Endowed Schools Act of 1869 the Comm1ssioners were empowered to 
introduce new organisation into particular schools including the constitution 
of their governing bodies and "to divert to educational uses trust funds 
whose original purpose had become unpracticable or undesirable".28 In 
1870 the Comissioners determined to investigate and improve the educational 
endowments of Leicester. Mr. White, the Assistant Commissioner, attended 
a meeting to confer with the trustees of Newton's charity for this purpose. 
Though agreement was reached initially on a number of points, many of the 
proposals of the Commission proved unacceptable to the trustees. It was 
suggested that the number of boys be increased to 300, and of this the trustees 
approved. There was disagreement, however,. as to the provision of funds 
for such expansion. The trustees recommended that the payments to out
lying schools be discontinued, since elementary education would be provided 
in every place, and the funds used for the school in Leicester. The apprentice
ship fees for the Cadeby charity, capable of so much abuse, could also be 
used for a similar purpose. The Commissioners adamantly refused these 
suggestions; payment of fees was their solution. The trustees replied that 
this would change the character of the school entirely. The benefits of the 
charity would be transferred to a totally different class if gratuitous education 
were abolished; it was completely contrary to the Founder's wishes if 
education in the school was paid for at the sugge:.ted sum of two guineas 
a year. 

There was considerable disagreement on other matters. A majority of 
the trustees were in favour of the retention of the distinctive dress of the 
Greencoat boys. But how was provision to be made for 300 such costumes 
out of the existing funds? 
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Even more important were the religious implications of the Com
missioners' scheme. The trustees insisted that the school be kept as a Church 
of England establishment in accordance with the Founder's wishes. The 
Commissioner, Mr. White, stated that a conscience time-table would have to 
be arranged. Similarly there was disagreement over the religious qualifica
tions of the governors and headmaster. Again there was the fear that this 
exclusively Anglican bequest would be administered by the Dissenters who 
were particularly strong in Leicester at this time. 

The points at issue grew more numerous as more discussion was 
provoked. The Commissioners sought the establishment of a girls' school 
on similar lines; the trustees thought the existing funds quite insufficient 
for this proposal. The Commissioners proposed an extension of the school 
on land belonging to the Corporation between the existing school building 
and New Street; the trustees agreed in theory to this suggestion but stated 
that there was no money in the Newton charity for the proposed building. 
Later, indeed, the land was used for the construction of municipal offices and 
the extension became impracticable. 

The scheme of the Endowed School Commissioners became more and 
more unacceptable. The trustees were soon convinced that it would be 
wrong to change arrangements which they thought extremely satisfactory. 
The boys when out of school, they argued, were eagerly sought after in 
mercantile and solicitors' offices. Most certainly the school was not the 
subject of abuse or neglect; indeed "at present the school may challenge 
comparison with any similar establishment in the Kingdom". The 
trustees could not appreciate the necessity of an "alteration of so sweeping 
and ruthless a character" when the reputation of the school stood so high. 
Recorded in the minute-book of this period is their indignant protest at the 
proposed scheme. "The trustees wish to re-iteraite their entire disapprobation 
of the course proposed and their determination to oppose it by all the means 
in their power." In spite of their stern opposition, the trustees at one phase 
of the proceedings had almost abandoned hope; but in the end their protests 
were successful. The trustees of the Alderman Newton Charity were not 
alone in their disapproval of the work of the Endowed School Commissioners. 
In various parts of the country similar schemes had been suggested and 
similar opposition encountered. "The government thought it advisable to 
bring the labours of the Commissioners to an end",29 and the amending 
Endowed Schools Act of 1873 transferred their powers to the Charity 
Commissioners. 

For the moment the danger had passed and the school was administered 
in the same manner as in the past. There were 120 boys, who were nominated 
by the trustees and were the sons of parents who were members of the 
Established Church; the boys continued to wear the distinctive dress of the 
school, to receive instruction from two masters and to receive Bibles and 
prayer-books when they left. 

There were however, many more difficulties to be encountered. Schools 
recently established, receiving an annual Parliamentary grant, naturally 
provided stern competition. The trustees, anxious though they were to 
preserve the traditions of the school and to act in accordance with Newton's 
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wishes, were even more determined to uphold the reputation of the school, 
and without re-organisation that was impossible. It was probably a combina
tion of both these motives-financial expediency and ambition-which 
prompted the closing of the school in 1884 prior to the preparation of a more 
elaborate scheme. Since there is no minute-book for this period, however, 
this is only assumption. It is certain, however, that the school as it had 
existed since 1836 was now at an end and Mr. Mills Hanford who had held 
the position of headmaster since 1855 was granted a retirement pension of 
£90 per year, a sum which he continued to receive until his death on 11 

December 1894. 

VI 

In 1885 the Charity Commissioners drew up their scheme for the re
organisation of the school. In many ways the proposals were similar to the 
unsuccessful suggestions of the Endowed School Commissioners in 1870. 

The governing body under the scheme consisted of 14 "competent persons"; 
of these, three held their position ex-officio, five were representative governors 
and six co-opted governors. The three ex-officio members were the Vicar of 
St. Martin's, the Vicar of St. Margaret's and the Vicar of St. Mary's. Of 
the five representative governors, one was appointed by the bishop of the 
diocese in which Leicester lay, one by the governing body of the Wyggeston 
School, one by the Leicester School Board and two by an electing body of 
the incumbents and churchwardens of the parishes in Leicester; all were 
to hold office for five years. Seven co-opted governors, nearly all of whom 
had served on the previous trustee body, were appointed by the Charity 
Commissioners, but it was stipulated that the number was not to exceed 
six in future ; the co-opted governors held their position for life and future 
appointments were subject to the approval of the Charity Commissioners.3° 

The school itself was for day scholars only, whose fees were to be 
devoted exclusively to the maintenance of the school. It was recognised 
as a Public Elementary School under Sect. 7 of the Elementary Education 
Act of 1870. The Commissioners stipulated that not less than 300 scholars 
were to be given instruction and the governing body was ordered to draw 
up plans for sufficient accommodation. The scheme also laid down 
regulations for the admission of boys; there was to be an examination 
graduated according to age. The basic requirements were proficiency in 
reading, writing from dictation, notation up to 100,000, the four simple 
rules of arithmetic and the addition and subtraction of money. 

The curriculum included the three R's, English Grammar and Com
position, Geography and History, Natural Science, Drawing, Vocal Music 
and Drill. Religious instruction in accordance with the doctrines of the 
Church of England was another of the proposed subjects, but exemption 
from this subject and from prayer and religious worship was granted. 

The tuition fees payable by the scholars were to be not less than sixpence 
and not more than a shilling per week per boy. The average was not to be 
so high as to disqualify the school from receiving payment out of an annual 
Parliamentary grant. Provision for scholarships out of the funds of the 
Charity was made. £70 was to be devoted to Free Scholarships, tenable 
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at the school, which were to be granted, to boys who had received instruction 
for at least two years in any of the Leicester Public Elementary Schools. 
Forty scholarships of £2 each, Newton Scholarships, were to be awarded to 
boys already at school. Money was also granted by the governors of the 
Alderman Newton Exhibition Endowment, who now administered Newton's 
other charitable bequests, for the furtherance of technical education at the 
school. 

The Charity Commissioners also made proposals for the provision of 
education for girls. A sum of money not less than £50 and not more than 
£roo was to be devoted to the education of girls at any place of advanced 
education or professional training. In addition if the income of the Founda
tion in any year was over £832, a girls' school was to be established. 
These regulations were never, in fact, carried out since, as the governors 
pointed out in 1901 during an investigation into their activities, the funds 
were quite insufficient. 

The trustees appointed Sir Frederick Thomas Fowke, Bart., as Chairman 
of the Governors and George Alfred Robinson Vice-Chairman. Building 
and School Management Committees were also elected and on 4 January 
1886 the former made their report. They had examined the new buildings 
of the Wyggeston school and had visited the Central School of the Manchester 
Board. Their plan was for a higher elementary school in which science 
teaching was to be made a leading feature in the instruction. They sug
gested that the additional buildings to be constructed contain two large 
rooms, one for drawing and one for practical chemistry, and two small · class
rooms, one if possible with a gallery for demonstration. In this way accom
modation for 352 boys could be found, 150 in the existing hall, 80 in the two 
new classrooms, 87 in the drawing room and 35 in the chemistry room. 
The existing classroom in the building constructed in 1864, the committee 
suggested, should be used as a private room for teachers and for managers' 
meetings. The governors accepted these proposals and Messrs. Goddard 
& Paget were instructed to draw up the necessary plans. 

It was not until the following year that the approval of the Charity 
Commissioners for the proposed enlargement was received. The necessity for 
the consent of the Charity Commissioners, indeed, delayed the operation of 
the scheme so long that the governors were forced to the conclusion that 
unless prompt action was taken the scheme would fall through. Mr. 
Goodacre, later Chairman of the Governors, expressed the fears of the 
trustees when he observed : "I think it wise to proceed at once with the new 
building unless the financial difficulty is too great to be overcome, other
wise the School Board may feel it their duty to open a similar school or 
classes in the present school". 

The finances of the Foundation were quite inadequate to pay for the 
extensions, but it was possible to obtain sufficient money by application to 
the governors of the Alderman Newton Exhibition Endowment for £1,500. 
Advertisements were at last inserted in the local press and tenders for the 
extension and enlargement invited.3' The tender of T. & H. Herbert of 
£2,100 for the building and £595 for fittings was accepted on 26 April 1887, 
and work began immediately. The final payments, in fact, were higher than 
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the original estimates. The total sum paid to the builders was just over 
£2,847 and the architects themselves received just over £200. In addition 
work on the playground and front fence not previously contemplated cost 
an additional £170. 

The governors also inserted the following advertisement in the local 
and national press: "Wanted, at Lady Day 1888, a Headmaster to open a 
new Higher Elementary School of three hundred boys. Science (including 
practical chemistry) and drawing of special importance". The salary was 
£250 per annum rising to £300. One hundred and thirteen candidates 
applied for the post and from a short list of three interviewed, Mr. J. W. 
Jarvis was chosen by the governors on 13 January 1888. One of the un
successful candidates was W. H. Hanford, son of the previous Headmaster, 
the 14-year~old boy appointed as second master in 1868. The senior master, 
Mr. Denham 0. Chamberlin, was also selected; his starting salary was £90, 
rising to £100 per annum in his second year. The appointments dated from 
26 March 1888 and the school was officially opened on 9 April. By this time 
a second assistant master had been chosen from a list of 36 applicants and 
the first free scholars of the new school selected. Here too there was great 
competition. There were no applicants for the free scholarships, twenty of 
whom were chosen. The examination tested their knowledge of the three 
R's and there was also a "supplementary paper requiring commonsense 
answers in a simple language". Seventeen of the successful candidates came 
from Board Schools, and three from Denominational Schools. The number of 
scholars, including the recipients of free scholarships, was 130. 

The headmaster, who had included these details in his first report to 
the governors, concluded from his examination of the pupils that "in time 
the school will draw its boys principally from the better classes living in the 
suburbs". Mr. Jarvis also reported satisfactory progress in academic work. 
In addition he stated that cricket and swimming clubs had been formed; 
the Welford Road Recreation Ground had been secured for games, but 
owing to the inclement weather little practice had been possible, and it was 
not thought advisable to play any matches that season. 

The early years of the new school, indeed, were notable only for the 
frequent changes of staff. In August 1888, the first assistant master, Mr. 
Chamberlin, contracted typhoid fever during a visit to the Isle of Man and 
died early in the next month. The headmaster, Mr. Jarvis, resigned in 
December 1890 and took up a new appointment as Organising Inspector of 
Church Schools in the Diocese of Lichfield. There were 77 applications for 
the post vacated by Mr. Jarvis and six candidates were interviewed, including, 
once more, W. H. Hanford, now headmaster at Burton-on-Trent. The 
governors unanimously decided to appoint Mr. James Wallace Muston, 
headmaster of a Higher Grade School at Jarrow-on-Tyne. Mr. Muston was 
a graduate and by all accounts his career in Jarrow as headmaster had been 
extremely successful. He remained as headmaster of Alderman Newton's 
School until his retirement in 1923. 

In January 1891 the only recently-appointed first assistant master, 
Mr. Thompson, resigned and for a time the school carried on under great 
difficulty. Mr. Muston had only two assistants and yet at the same time 
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the number of pupils rose from 214 in October 1890 to 255 in October 1891. 
The School Committee reported a loss of almost £100 in the year ending 
31 August 1891, but after this date matters improved. The problem of 
shortage of staff was alleviated to some extent by the employment of a fourth 
master, Mr. Cowling, and by the appointment as first assistant in November 
1891 of Mr. William Ball from the Commercial Travellers' School. Mr. 
Muston and Mr. Ball are legendary figures of great reverence in the history 
of the school and it is with their appointments that the modern traditions 
of Alderman Newton's begin. 

The reports of the School Committee in subsequent years express deep 
appreciation of the work of the staff and speak glowingly of the development 
of the school. It is interesting to note that it was stated that "the school 
is a place of higher education and professional training fitted with a very 
complete and expensive chemical laboratory and other fittings for technical 
education". Exhibitions for the latter were, indeed, maintained by the 
governors of the Exhibition Endowment and were tenable at the school. 
The subjects taught at the school were soon to be topics of much discussion. 

In the elementary portion of the school the subjects stipulated in the 
curriculum were taught, but more and more emphasis came to be placed on 
more advanced work after the sixth standard. Scholars were prepared for 
the Cambridge Local Examinations and the French language was taught 
throughout the school. Herr Paul Dietrich was later appointed to teach 
French and German at a salary of ms. a week for four lessons. 

It was especially in science, however, that most noticeable improvements 
were made. Boys were encouraged to enter the Science and Art Section of 
the school. Here they studied theoretical and practical chemistry, magnetism 
and electricity (in which special instruction was given), physiography and 
mathematics in science and geometrical freehand and model drawing in 
art. The success of the pupils in examinations won large grants from the 
Science and Art Department, South Kensington, and, as standards increased, 
so more money was obtained. In 1894 the grant from the Science and Art 
Department was the second highest in the kingdom, as regards the amount 
earned per head by the boys.3 2 By this time there were 303 pupils in the 
school and 136 of these were in the advanced science department compared 
with 103 in the previous year. 

Of the 303 pupils in the school in 1894 only 162 were taught the 
catechism, 131 were Nonconformists and ten Roman Catholics. Thus, at 
last, the religious stipulations of the Founder, so long maintained, had finally 
been set aside. "Religious instruction-which had at one time constituted 
the pivot of teaching-became a mere adjunct."33 

About a third of the pupils in 1894 were the recipients of scholarships-
72 were free scholars, nine Newton scholars and 14 Exhibition scholars. 

In November 1895 further additions to the existing buildings were 
proposed. A new physical laboratory and manual instruction room were 
planned and the scheme was presented to the Charity Commissioners for 
approval. The total cost was in the region of £2,300 and once again most 
of the money was borrowed from the Exhibition Endowment. Mr. Muston 
stressed that, if the proposed additions were not approved then, the school 
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would forfeit a large grant from the Science and Art Department of £880. 

Permission was obtained from the Charity Commissioners and the science 
department of the school continued to increase in importance. The 
elementary portion of the school, at the same time, diminished in size and 
became more and more of a handicap since it was always run at a loss. 

The anomalies in the situation were quite apparent. Alderman 
Newton's School was registered as a Public Elementary School but its 
principal development had been in the sphere of secondary education. In 
1901 the newly formed Board of Education dispatched a letter to the 
governors of the school requiring an explanation of this extraordinary 
situation. The letter also alleged that the finances of the school were in an 
insecure condition, that the original scheme outlined in 1885 had been 
disregarded, especially as regards the provision for the education of girls, 
and, most important, that the school was being conducted on lines widely 
different from those originally contemplated. The Board of Education 
claimed, in fact, that the elementary portion of the school had been 
inordinately reduced and that the upper portion had been pushed so far into 
the field of secondary education that "it is now alleged by the governors of 
the Wyggeston School to be endeavouring to compete with that school". An 
enquiry conducted by two officers of the Board was suggested and took 
place in the Town Hall on 19 November 1901. The Town Council, the 
School Board, the governors of the Wyggeston and Alderman Newton's 
Schools and the press were represented at the enquiry. 

The officers of the Board made several complaints about the running 
of the school and the conduct of the governors. The science department 
started in 1890, it was stated, claimed almost all the attention of the staff. 
The school mainly depended on the Science and Art grant, which in that 
year was £1,263; fees brought in about £123. The governors of the 
Wyggeston School, who wished to enlarge their present establishment, had 
found the competition too great and had already lost some hundred boys 
because of the encroachment of Alderman Newton's School. At this point 
there was an altercation amongst the governors of the Wyggeston School, 
most of whom denied that they had raised the matter and claimed that in 
none of their meetings had such a topic been officially discussed. Mr. Fielding 
Johnson, however, disagreed violently with his colleagues and asserted that 
competition between the two schools had been discussed again and again. 
The headmaster of the Wyggeston School, Canon Went, agreed with Mr. 
Fielding Johnson, though he stated the case a little less forcibly. For years 
past, he said, his school had maintained a respectable financial balance; now, 
however, there was a deficit which could not be allowed to continue. He 
reluctantly admitted that the development of Alderman Newton's School 
was partly to blame. The governors of that school had built a workshop 
which subsequently they had turned into a classroom. This Canon Went 
termed "an aggressive action". 

The officers of the Board of Education were even more vehement in 
their condemnation of the actions of the Alderman Newton governors. The 
higher grade department had come into being "by a side wind and to be 
carried without formal authority". The school was receiving perhaps £16 
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per head per boy and this would be worse than war in its effect on the 
Treasury. The school, indeed, it was asserted, had become almost a private 
venture. The governors appeared to have been a law unto themselves "which 
might have been a higher and an excellent law but they had ignored the 
scheme" and it might as well never have existed. So the condemnation 
continued. Alderman Newton's School was already overcrowded; it should 
do the work for which it was intended. The governors were dealing with 
endowments which could only be held by virtue of the action of public 
authority. The school had been carried on in total contravention of the 
scheme, the governors were breaking the law and were personally liable. 

The governors of the school defended their actions vigorously. Their 
chairman, Canon Rendell, claimed that everything had been sanctioned by 
the Charity Commissioners, by the Science and Art Department or by the 
Board of Education. Mr. Muston stated that he had no right to refuse 
education to boys over 15 years of age if their parents denied themselves to 
send them to Alderman Newton's School. A member of the Town Council, 
Alderman Smith, also supported the actions of the governors. The parents 
of the boys who attended Alderman Newton's School could not afford to 
send them to the Wyggeston and if the former did not exist it would impose 
a great hardship upon many of the industrial class in the town. 

In spite of these claims, however, the Board of Education decided that 
action must be taken, especially in defining the status of a school which was 
still officially termed a "public elementary school". At the same time the 
minutes of the Foundation recorded the strong disapproval of the governors 
of the conduct of the enquiry. It was unfair, unjust and biased and was more 
in the nature of a prosecution than an enquiry. The Commissioners, it was 
claimed, were unwilling to accept any explanation of fact, and a letter was 
drafted by the sub-committee and the clerk asking the Board of Education to 
defer action until the Government Education Bill for the following year 
(1902) received royal assent. 

In fact no drastic action was immediately taken. The ·school was sub
sequently referred to as a Higher Grade School with a School of Science 
and as a Secondary Day School. The further re-organisation of the school 
was delayed, however, until the Local Education Authority, established by 
the Act of 1902, brought forward its proposals for the organisation and 
management of higher education in Leicester. 

VII 

The Education Act of 1902, eagerly awaited by the governors of the school, 
after the stormy enquiry of November 1901, sought to establish secondary 
education in England ·on a sound basis. School boards were abolished and 
their powers vested in county and county borough councils who were also 
empowered to organise a system of secondary and technical education. In 
addition voluntary schools came within the administration of the local 
authority and could also be partly financed out of local rates. 

The finances of many voluntary schools were in so precarious a condition 
that such assistance was essential if they were to survive; Alderman Newton's 
School was no exception to this statement, but it was some time before such 
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support was received. The Local Education Authority in Leicester was not 
established until I July 1903, and plans for the re-organisation of Alderman 
Newton's School were postponed until a conference between the governors 
and the Education Committee could be arranged. 

Between 1903 and 1907 there were many proposals and schemes 
produced for the furtherance of higher education in Leicester, and in 
particular, for the development of Alderman Newton's as a secondary school. 
The discussions and negotiations were so protracted and complicated and 
the obstacles encountered so complex that at one time the school was 
threatened with extinction. It was proposed, firstly, to remove the Elemen
tary Department and to provide for the admission of girls. This mixed 
establishment was to be known as Alderman Newton's Intermediate School. 
There was to be provision for free scholarships and for "Newton Exhibitions". 
These proposals, which had not even broached the more difficult problem 
of the disposal of the various endowments, met with much opposition, and 
the scheme was soon dropped. 

It was not until January 1906 that the Leicester Education Committee 
brought forward its revised proposals for the development of higher 
education in the borough. The Wyggeston and Alderman Newton's schools 
with all their emoluments and properties were, under this scheme, to be 
transferred and vested in the Town Council as the Local Education Authority. 
A sub-committee was to appoint the headmaster and staff of these two 
schools, to control all questions of finance and expenditure and all matters 
of educational policy as distinguished from administrative detail. Alderman 
Newton's was to become an "intermediate school of the scientific and com
mercial type" for boys to fit them to become high class skilled workmen 
and men of business. There was also included in this scheme a proposal for 
a girls' school on similar "intermediate" lines. 

There were many objections to these proposals and there were still 
certain difficulties which prevented the scheme in its amended form obtaining 
the support of the governors of the Alderman Newton School. The ever
recurring question of religious instruction was a source of disagreement 
between the governors and local authority. Nor could the scheme for the 
transfer of the school with all its property and endowments to the Local 
Education Authority be accepted. The Board of Education ruled that this 
was precluded "by reason of the denominational restrictions which are com
prised under the existing trusts". It was finally agreed that the governors 
should permit free use of the school buildings by the Local Education 
Authority; all expenses of upkeep and management were, however, to be 
met by the tenants. 

The discussion and debates continued. How strong was to be the 
representation of the Education Committee on the governing body of the 
school? How, precisely, was the money from the Foundation and Exhibi
tion Endowments to be used? How much money was to be devoted to 
scholarships? While these matters were being discussed, the school's 
financial position grew precarious. The general school account was over
drawn to the extent of £2,432 in 1906 and neither the Foundation nor the 
Exhibition Endowment accounts were sufficient to remedy this adverse 
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balance. Without further assistance it was impossible for the school to 
carry on. The governors who in 1906 reported the "considerable loss" to 
the Board of Education were forced in the following year to make application 
for the school to be closed on 31 July. The only solution was that the 
Education Committee take over the fChool. 

The threat to the survival of the school proved some incentive to greater 
action. The Chairman of the Education Committee expressed the view that 
"it would be an unfortunate thing in the interests of the town if such an 
old and well-known foundation was allowed to die out".34 He was prepared 
to recommend the Town Council to assist the governors and agreed to take 
over the school provided that a satisfactory scheme was formulated and 
passed by the Board of Education. 

Financial necessity enforced the taking over of the school by the Local 
Education Authority on I August 1907 before a suitable scheme had been 
agreed upon. It was not, indeed, until May 1909 that final agreement was 
reached. Under this scheme the School Foundation and Exhibition Endow
ment Charities were amalgamated; henceforth they were to be administered 
by a single governing body known as Alderman Newton's Educational 
Foundation. The governing body differed from that established in the 
scheme of 1885 in that there were now nine representative and four co-opted 
governors. Of the nine representative governors, five were now chosen by 
the Leicester County Borough Council. There was, in addition, no insistence 
that the governors ( except the three who held their positions ex-officio) should 
be members of the Church of England. 

The governors were to apply the sum of £60 per year from their funds 
for scholarships awarded to pupils at the school. The scholarships, in this 
case, were to be granted only to boys who were members of the Church 
of England and candidates were to undergo an examination in religious 
subjects. One-third of the residuary income of the Foundation was to be 
used to augment the value of these scholarships or to increase the number 
of awards. The other two-thirds of the residuary income were to be placed 
at the disposal of the Council who were to use it for maintenance and for 
the promotion of technical education at the school. Payment of the salaries 
of teachers, appointed by the governors, was to be the responsibility of the 
Local Education Authority. · 

Throughout all the disputes and discussions of this period the school 
maintained a high academic standard and Mr. Muston in his report to the 
governors in 19II was able to show that the school's successes in the Oxford 
Local Examination were well above the national average.35 The school was 
also comprehensively examined by His Majesty's Inspectors in December 
1910 and there was no adverse criticism of either scholars or masters. The 
emphasis on scientific and technical subjects in the four-year course was 
still maintained and continued until after the retirement of Mr. Muston in 
1923. The school fees for the two-thirds of the pupils who were not free 
scholars were raised from three guineas to four guineas in 1912 but this 
appears to, have had no effect on the type of pupil applying for admission; 
most of the boys were still from the artisan class. 

In one respect, however, the school was not quite so prosperous in the 
second decade of this century. The number of pupils began to decline: 
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in 1905 there were 307; in 1910, 279; by 1915, 247. This setback how
ever, proved only temporary and by 1920, when the buildings vacated by 
the Wyggeston School were taken over, Alderman Newton's was able to 
accommodate 386 boys. 

The recurring problem of accommodation was, indeed, far more 
important than the decline in the number of pupils in the period between 
1910 and 1920. The government inspectors severely criticised, in 1910, the 
facilities of the building occupied until 1920. They advocated the provision 
of a room for the staff, increased toilet accommodation and an improvement 
in equipment; they deprecated, most of all, the absence of a school hall. 
To some extent these difficulties were overcome in 1920 when the boys 
were transferred to the present building in Highcross Street, but even this 
remedy proved only a partial solution. As early as 1925 the inspectors 
described the buildings as "unsatisfactory". 

It is not the intention of this paper, however, to deal with the develop
ment of Alderman Newton's School beyond this point. The period since 
1914 has been a time of great success and great triumph beyond anything 
which Gabriel Newton could have envisaged. In almost every way the wishes 
of the Founder were disregarded but it is impossible to believe that Newton 
would have frowned on every aspect of the school's development. Certainly 
he would have much scope for criticism but without doubt he would be 
proud that the school which he founded occupies as prominent a position in 
the town today as he himself possessed in the eighteenth century. 

The following have been the sources of my information: 

(a) The Report of the Charity Commissioners on the Leicestershire Charities (1838). 

(b) A collection of papers referring to Alderman Newton's Charities in the Archives 
Department of the Leicester Museums. 
Classification: 3 /D / 42 1 / 1 General Charities Account Book. 

1 / 5-25 Chancery suit re Charity. 
1/26-106 Meetings of trustees. 
1/319-76 Masters and boys at Alderman Newton's 

School. 
1 / 377-83 Newspaper advertisements. 
1/602-59 Erection of the new school buildings. 

These deal with the period from 1836 to 1865. 

(c) From Salusbury and Woodhouse, Solicitors, the following minute books: 
Alderman Newton's Charities, 1858-1876. 
Alderman Newton's School Foundation, 1885-1909. 
Alderman Newton's Exhibition Endowment, 1885-1910. 

(d) For the period after 1910: 
Alderman Newton's Educational Foundation 1910-1960 (minute books from 

Salusbury and Woodhouse). 
A collection of books and documents from the City Education Offices 

deposited in the Archives Department of the Leicester Museums. 
Classification 19/D/59---including the Minute Books of the Alderman 
Newton's School Governors and the Secondary Schools Sub-Com
mittee, the reports of His Majesty's Inspectors and Press Cuttings 
Books. 
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(e) Secondary sources: 
R. W. Greaves, "The Origins and Early History of Alderman Newton's 

Foundation": Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc., xix (1936-7), 347-75. 
I. C. Ellis, Nineteenth Century Leicester (1935). 
A. T. Patterson, Radical Leicester (1954). 
J. W. Adamson, English Education, 1789-1902 (1930). 
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